SERMON 


Preach'd before the Honourable 


Houſe of COMMONS, 
At St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, 

On Wedneſday, January XXX, I 70% 

Being the Anniverſary Day of Faſting and Humili- 


ation, for the Horrid and 1 1 vg MURDER 
of King CHARLES the Firſt. 
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GN. XLII. 21. 


Aud they ſaid one to another, We a are -verih 6 Gail 
ty concerning our Brother, in that we ſaw the 
Ag of his Soul, when he beſought us; and 

we would not hear: Therefore is this Diſtreſs 
come upon us. 
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* GEN. XLII. 21. * 
Aud they ſaid one 4 ys, We are werily guilty concerning 
our Brother, in that we ſaw the anguiſh f bis Soul, when 
A Difreſs come upon ba 55 


- 


1 Am not going to force a Part 


8. 


EN aſtance of the Text, 
{42 uf Fencrally ſuffers by the 


and the mournful Occaſion of tht 


= Affectation of Compariſons,and Ia; mathe elk often ſuffers with it. 


The Sinners in the Text were but the part of a private Family, a few 
Brethren ; they did not aſſume the Name of a People, nor ſtain a Nation 
with their Crime, The Perſon whom they finn'd againſt was but a Fellow- 
Brother, Joſeph, their younger Brother: They would have abhorr'd ſuch 


dealing with Jacob their Father, Head and Governor. Their Guilt was 


not the putting him to death, but barely an expoſing him to the danger 
of it; There was indeed a Thought in their Heart to ſlay him, but the 
ery Thought was barbarous, and they ſtarted from it; faid one, 
"Gen. 37. 21. ] Let us not kill him; ſked no blood, but caſt him into 
this pit, and lay no hand upon him. They ſtript him indeed of his Coar, 
for Envy at that Diſtinction of their Father's, Love ; but they would 
zat bercave him of his Life: They caſt him into a Pit empty and ary, 
as fitted for a Tafe cuſtody: of him: Nor would they here ſuffer him to 
periſh with Famine; they were conſulting how to ſave him and deliver 
hum; ſaid Judah to his Brethren, [ Yer, 26, 27, ] What profit is there if. 
we //ay our Brother, and conceal his Blood? Come and let us ſell him to. 
the Iſopmaclites, and let not our hand be upom him, for he is our Brother. 
and our Fleſh. So as they did by no means triumph in his Murder, or in- 
ſult his mangled Body: they only left him to a Chance of Deſtruction, 
nor did that happen to him, Yet their running this length toward the Ruin 
of their innocet Brother, was a grievous Trouble to them: They could not 
juſtify the Sin, much leſs glory in the Shame of it. One of them returned to 
the Pit, as if his Bowels yearned over the Priſoner, whom he ſuppoſed to be 
in it: When he ſaw no Brother there, [ Vr. ag, Ae rent his Cluat hu; and to 
avoid all Suſpicion of their treading any ſteps in Blood, they led their Father 
into a belief, [ Ver. 33. ] that an evil Beaſt had devoured Joſeph, and that 
without doubt he was rent to piece. So far was the Guilt in the Text from 
any Similitude, from almoſt any Alluſion, to the Blood - guiltineſs of this 
Day, [Stat. 12 Car. 2. Cap. 30. & t. ] That horrid and execrable Murder 
of King Charles the Firſt, of ever Bleſſed and Glarions Memory, committed 
by a Party of wretched Men, deſperately wicked, and hardened in their 
Impiety : I ſpeak in the words of the Wiſdom, of the Nation, and ſhall. 
borrow one other ſuitable Expreſſion from the Solemn Act, which appoints 
this Anniverſary Day of Faſting and Humiliation ; namely, That this im- 


pious Fact was @ moſt unparall d Treaſon, i, e. beyond the Examples of all 
former Ages: For indeed if we trace back the ſteps of Time thro — li- 
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ſtories, Saered and Prophane, kl, with no Precedent, that comes up, 
that comes near to this New Thing under the Sun, 
Saul fell by the Spear, yet no Subject's Hand was in it; 2 Stranger, an 
Enemy, an Amalelite kill d him; nay, rather aſſiſted him in Dying, and 
obey d his very Command of adminiſtring a more eaſy Death unto him; 
yer no Apology to be made for ſhedding Royal Blood. No, tho' He brought 
the Crown and Bracelet to the next Succeſſor by God appointed, his Re- 
cept ion was with teri ible Rebuke and Vengeance, as in the Leſſon ot this 
Day: [ 2 Sam. 1. 14. ] Ham! waſt thou not afraid to ſtretch forth thine 
Hand to deſtroy the Lord's Anointed ? thy Blood be upon thy Head. 
Go near, and fall upon him; — aud he ſmote him that he died. In follow- 
ing Reigns, the moſt wicked Kings of Fudah and Iſrael were ſuffered to ſſeep 
with their Fathers, and to die in Peace, unleſs they deſcended into Battel 
and periſhed, or were ſmitten by ſome private Conſpirators againſt them: 
No Remnant of a Sanhedrin,no Diegs of an Army, to conſpire and ſay their 
Maſter, Zedekiah King of Fudah was barbarouſſy treated, his Sons were 
flain before his Eyes; his Eyes were then put out; he was bound in Chains, 
carried away Captive, and in a Priſon was oppreſt to Death; bur not a Fin- 
ger of his own People in it: He took the Chance of War, and expected no 
greater Mercy from a Foreign Conqueror: His own Subjects bewail'd him, 
tho? not a Prince of Virtue or Courage; ¶ Lam. 4.20.) The Breath of our 
Noſtrils. tho Anointed of the Lord was taken in their Pits, of whom we 
faid, Under his Shadow we ſhall live among the Heathen, We hive a nearer 
Inſtance in Autigonus, King of Juaea, who was a Priſoner, and was beheaded : 
But this too by a Victorious Enemy and bloody Tyrant, Marc Anthony, 
who had ſome Thoughtt of expoſing him in Chains for the Glory of his 
Triumphs; bur ſeeing the ew: mutinous, he truck of their King's Head, 
as an Expedient to keep the Peace among them. And yet an Heathen Hiſto- 
rian [| Straho} cited by Joſephus, complains of thus inſulting a Crowned 
Head, confeſſes it a New Thing, and labours to frame Excuſes for it; that 
the Romans being now Lords and Maſters of Judea, had made Herod their 
Deputy Royal, whom the Fews would not acknowledge, while Autigonus 
was living: And therefore Herod [ Joſeph. Antiq. Lib. 15. Cap. I. ] propoun- 
ded this ſhameful Puniſhment to blaſt the Memory of their right ful Princes, 
and to reconcile the People to himſolf, and to his Title by Roman Conqueſt. 
I all other Kingdoms, Heathen and Chriſtian, I remember no pompous 
Execution of a Sovereign Prince, at I:aft till we come down to th: Thir« 
teenth Century; by which time, Popery had well-nigh detac'd the Image of 
God, and prevail'd over Humane Nature: Then Conran xe King of Naples 
and Steily, was de priv d of his Right by Four Succeſſive Popes ; and at lait 
by Clement the Fourth, was formally excoemmun:cated an d-pos'd, and his 
Dominions were violently transferr'd upon the Prince ot Anjou, nearly 
related to the French King, who aſſiſted him in his Uſurpation; till Con- 
radine being unfortunately defeared in Battle, was led Captive to his own 
Imperial City of Naples, and under the Awe and Terrour of that Bloody 
Conquerour; his owa People were made to condemn him in a mock. IS 
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(4) 
of Juſtice, and an ugly Seutence was extorted from them, [ Spondani Anu, 
Eccleſ. ſub Anu. 1269. 7,8, ] That he ſhould have his Head cur off; and 
le was accordingly brought to an open Scaffold, where he ſabmitted to the 


fatal Blow, A Pomp and Pageantry of Royal Murder, that gave a ſeeming 


Example to the more deteſtable Crime of this Day: More detefiable ! for 
the Circumſtances are widely different ; Conradine was a King depos'd by 
the See of Rome; ¶ Naucleri Chron. Gen, 43. p. 839. Tho. Bzovi: Annal. 
Eccleſ. 1:68 F. 2. 11. c.] and his Catholick SubjeAs might be taught to 
diſo wn him, and even to kill him: Yet after all, it was not their own auda- 
cious Act, they were terrified into it by the imperious ſway of his foreign 
Rival and Conquerour : So that whatever were the Mockeries of Law and 
Juſtice, he fell rather a Sacrificein War, And yet obſerve the Abomination 
of ſuch palliated Wickedneſs ! his very Enemies could not contain their ut- 
moſt Abhorrence ot this Action: When the kind of Preſident had made 
an end of reading the Sentence of Death upon his King, a Noble Earl was 
ſo tranſported with Indignation, at fo baſe an Inſtrument of Villany, that 
he drew his Sword, and with a ſtrong Paſſion ſheath'd it in the Heart of 
thar Mercenary Judge: Nay, and as ſoon as the bold Executioner had gi- 
ven the Blow, that he might never more liſt up the Hand that had taken 
off a Royal Head, another Fellow- Hangman ſtood ready, by appointment, 
and immediately kill'd the Wretch, not fit to live or die. 


f we come Home to our own Kingdom, amidſt all the Convulfions of 


it, we find nothing to be equall'd, to be mention'd, with this Day of 
Trouble, Rebuke and Blaſphemy. There has been a Weakneſs, and a Ty- 
ranny of Princes ; there have been Murmurs, and a very Madneſs of the 
People. Tumultuous Times! Inſurrections, Civil Wars, and dreadful 
Battles! Plots, Aſſaſſina: ion, Poiſons, and the Graves of Princes made in 
Priſons ! But no Court of Law, no Palace Gate, no Scaffold, Axe, and 
Noon Day Sun : Theſe were the Accompliſhmeats of Wickedneſs, that 
were reſcrved to blaken this Day. 

I know that two Aſperſions have been falſly caſt upon the People of 
England, as if they had done as Bad things, both before and after this 
Day, Before, ſays the Papitſts, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, when a 
Crowned Head was formally adjug'd to die, and ſuffer*d death in a like 
publick manner, But all Men know, ſhe was not our Sovereign Prince, but a 
dangerous Pretender to our Crown, and a continual Fomenter of Plots and 
Conſpiracies againſt our Rightful Queen, and the Eſtabliſh'd Church and 
State: + So that were it any Plea, that ſhe was not Subjed to our Engliſh 
Laws,yer ſhe was Guilty by the Law of Nations, and our Government had 
beeu wanting ro its own Sclf-preſervarion,® if it had not appointed a Legal 


— — — 


+ Reaſons framed iu the Houſe of Commons, to prove the Queen's Ma- 
jeſty bound in Conſcience to proceed with ſeverity in thu Caſe of the late 
Queen of Scots. D*Ewes's Journ. 1572. p. 207, * An Ad for Proviſion to 
be made for the Surety of the Queen's Majefty's' moſt Royal Perſon, and 
the Continance of the Realm in Peace, Star. xxvii, Eliz. Cap. 1. See the Pe- 


fition of Lords and Commons to the Queen, for the due and deſerved if 
Meth 
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Method to try and prove the Charge againſt Her : And yet ſach was the 


| Tenderneſs of Exgliſb Honour, that the executing of that Lawful Sentence 
; could hardly be extorted from the Queen, by the Neceſſity of thoſe times, 
and the Importunity of Her Great Council; the Papiſts who object it, are 
p really to anſwer for it. And yet They, and others with Them, would a- 
4 gain make the World believe, that our late Revolution was but a fort of 
a Returning to this Day; and they are ſtill inſinuating their odious Compa- 
q riſons, and are branding Men with hard Names for juſtitying the Provi- 
. dence of God, the Wiſdom of a Nation, and the Honour of a Prince, in 
2 our late Glorious Deliverance, A Mercy, which ſome of theſe very Men 
| have the Conſcience to ſubmit to, and the Comfort to enjoy; and yet 
i they caſt it in our Teeth as a Reproach unto us. What do theſe unfair 
- Snggeſtions mean? If they really mean, that the ſame Principles of affert- 
b ing and reſtoring a Legal Conſtitution of Chur ch and State, might as well 
8 zoſtify the Death of one Prince, as the Abdication of another: It is a wrong 
t Argument of their on makigg; ve know, there was a vaſt Diſparity, If 
＋ they inſinuate, as they do, that the ſame Hardſhip in effect, was violent- 
ly done to both Princes, they miſrepreſent the Caſes ex reamly much: 
n there is no ſore of Parallel betwixt the Striking off a Head, and the not 
F Hurting a Hair of it, Such Men, who induſtriouſly draw Compariſons of 
| this unequal Nature, are great Enemies to the due Obſervation of this Day; 
F. [ Iſs, 58. 4. ] they Faſt, I doubt, for Strife and Debate; and perhaps their 
f Heat and Noiſe may help to drive ſome into contrary extreams, inro|[ Yer, 
3. ] fnding Pleaſure in thu Day of Faſt, or at leaſt recommending the 
e Abrogation of it. Whatever Fault it is to be Moderate, I hope all, who ſur. 
11 fer under that Name, do heartily believe that the Crime of this Day was 
n beyond all Example of Antient or Modern Times, and are ready to confeſs 
d and declare in the Voice of the Nation aſſembled in Parliament, We de Re- 
x * mounce, Abominate, and Proteſt againſt that Impious Fact, the execrable 
Murder, and moſt unparallel'd Treaſon committed againſt the Sacred Per- 

pf ſon and Life of our Sovereign; and as a laſting Monument of onr inex- q 
is preſſible Deteſtat ion and Abhorrency of thu Vilaino and Abominable Hag, | 
A we meet on this Anniverſary Day of Faſting and Humiliation, to implore 
ce the Mercy of God, that neither the Guilt of that Sacred and Innocent . 
2 Blood, nor thoſe ot her Sins by which God was provoked to deliver up both | 
ad Us an our King, into the Hands of Cruel and Unreaſonable Men, may at | 
nd | any time hereafter be viſited upon Us or our Poſterity | 
15 [ return therefore to the Text, and draw theſe Three Sea ſonable Inſe- ; 
ad rences from it. 5 | ; 
al * Firſt, There is a deep and dreadful Guilt in the Sin of Murder, and a 
FR Proportion of that Guilt in the being any way Acceſſary to it, This mace 
la. © Foſeph's Brethren to have that ſad Reflection and Remorſe upon 'em, 
ite * ſaying one to another, We are verily Guilty concerning our Brother, 

L 


nd niſhmeut of Death ro be executed on Mary Queen of Scots, for her mo 
b - execrable Treaſons and Offences, D'Ewe's Journ, 1586. p. 380. 4 
| a 3 8 Second 
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„is Secondly, A Confeſſion and Repentance of that Guilt muſt help to Ato- 


vement for it. There was ſome Ingenuity and Juſtice in this Acknow- 
* ledgment made by Foſeph's Brethren, We are werily Guilty concerning 
* our Brother, in that we ſaw the Anguiſh of his Soul, when he beſoug ht 
* Us, and we would not hear. F 
* Thirdly, Calamities and Troubles are the Vengeance of God, which 
* he uſually inflicts upon Blood chirfly Men. This Terrour lay upon the 
Spirits of theſe, vnoatural Brethren ; ſay they, We are verily Guilty 
* concerning our Brother therefore this Diſtreſs is come upon Us, 
I. Firft, There is a deep and dreadful Guilt in the Sin of Murder, Ce. 
I need not obſerve, That Murder is the taking away another's Life, wich- 
out competent Authority and ſufficient Cauſe. I need not prove, that by 
our Laws and Fundamental Conſtitution, our Sovereign Prince can never 
be try d in Perſon for any wrong, + much leſs condemn'd and put to Death 
for aay Caule, or by any Authority whatever. And therefore, that the 
aſſuming and exerciſing {uch a Power, is but the more formal, and more 
inſulting Sin of Murder. It was declaratiye of our Original Conſtitution, 
that our Legiſlature, upon occaſion of this Day, would have it expreis'd, 
That by the undoubted and fundamental Laws of thu Kingdom, neither 
the Peers of this Realm, nor the Con mont, nor Both together in Parliament, 
or out of Parliament, nor th: People collectiwely or repreſentatiwely, nor 
any ot her Perſons whatſoever, ever had, ha ve, or ought to have any coer- 
ci ve Power over the Perſons of the Kings of thu Realm. | 
Murder, where. it is fimple, and of the meaneſt of our Fellow Creatures: 
is the moſt unnaturaland moſt inhumane Offence, God ſer a mark of In- 
dignation on the firſt Committer of it: Cain indeed did not pay Blood for 
Blood, becauſe a ſingle Life then taken away had gone near to extinguiſh 
the Race of Mankind; but his Puniſhment, if poſſible, was greater: he 
was cxpcll'd from the Remnant of Humane Society; a Fugitive and Va- 
gabond, with Death purſuing him in cvery Face he ſaw, 1t ſpall come to 
paſs ( ſaith he) that. every one who findeth me, ſhall ſlay me, When Man- 
kind. increaſed, the Sin was made Capital, even to the Sons of Noab, long 
hefete rhe Zewiſþ Diſpenſation : ¶ Gen. 9.6. Hhoſo ſheddeth Man's Blood, 
"by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed. This was confirm'd { Exod. 20. 13, ] by the 
written Law of Moſes; and it is remarkable, that under all the Atonements 
and Expiations then allow'd tor Sin, there was no Sacrifice, nor other Rite, 
to expiate for Murder. Nay, and under the many Advantages of Reſuge 
and Sanctuary for Offenders, there was no City, no Place, for the wilful 
Murderer to flee unto ®. To ſhed Innocent Blood was what the Law of 
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of Death to be executed an Mary Queen ef Scots, for her moſt execrable 
7 reaſons and Offences, D'Ewe's Journ, 1586. p. 38 0. cee 
s is the true Fundation of that common. Axiom, The King can do 
no wrong, becauſe there i; no Right or Remedy againſt his Royal Perſon. 
Nor un any parts of Chriſtendom, till the Popes came to diſpenſe 
their Holy Protections, and to make their Altars @ Refuge to the uileſ 
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Nature, and Reaſon of Mankind al 8 and reſtrain: No Na- 
tion ſo Barbarous, but whar ¶ if other Goods were common) allow d eve- 
ry Man a Property in his on Life, not to be invaded without a Legal 
Forfeiture of it, 1 
Among our Saxon Anceſtors, there were indeed Pecuniary Compoſitions 
for ſhedding of Blood, a Cuſtomary Weregild or Blodewite, a Mulct and 
For feiture of Goods or Money, in Proportion to the Quality or Value of 
the dead Perſon, But the true cauſe of accepting ſuch a ſleight Compenſa · 
tion for a Life was grounded on the mean State of Villains and Bondmen, 
whoſe Blood was not thought to deſerve the Blood of the Lord, or the Free 
Tenant. * And when the Blodewite did afterward extend to making Fine 
for the Death of Freemen, and even of Thanes or Nobles, yet then it was 
for the caſual Misfortune and the Manſlaughter, not for the deliberate 
Malice of plotting to take away a Life f. 
- By our preſent Conſtitution, the Life of every Subject is a publick Truſt, 
and the Party himſel cannot difpoſe of it: 'Tis Felony for any ſenſible 
Man to ſteal away his own Body from the Common Wealth, So tender are 
our Laus in Caſes of Blood, that for a private Perſon of the greateſt Dig- 
nity to kill except in Self Defence) the vileſt Beggar, the moſt notorious 
Malefactor, the very condemn'd Criminal, is Murder in the Eye of the Law. 
And left a prime Agent ſhould ſatisſie for his other Accomplices in this Sin, 
there is no Mitigation in being only Acceſſary; they all become Principals 
in it, if preſent Aiding or Abetting to it. And for fear, leſt Relations m ght 
connive and ſell their Relations Blood; therefore the Proſecution lies in 
the Name of the Common Parent, that Juſtice may avail for thoſe who 
have neither Friend nor Brother. And yet again, leſt by ſome defaut in 
the firſt Proceſs, the Guilty ſhould happen to be acquitted ; there lies a Re- 
medy of Appeal, by Wife or Heir Male, to ſecure the Execution of Juſtice 
on the notorious Offender, not to be obſtructed by a Pardon, pending the 
Appeal, Such a Sateguar to the Lives of Men are the Laws of England, 
above any other Conſtitution in the World. And when the meaneſt Subject 
is ſb defended and preſerved, what greater Regard muſt needs be had to the 
Life of the Supreme Magiſtrate ? The firſt Act upon our Rolli declarative 
of Treaſonable Offences, [ Stat. Ed. 25. 3. Cap. 11. ] makes it undoubted 
Treaſon to compaſs or imagine the Death of our Lord the King; wheace 
I preſume that the very Thought and Imagination of ſo doing, would be 
liable to all the Penalties of Treaſon, if thoſe Intentions of the Heart could 
be proyed without an Cvert Act of them; for the Overt 4G does rather 
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+ Derived from the old Germans, Luitur etiam Homicidium certo Ar- 
mentorum, and Pecorum numero, recipitque ſatisfactionem rota domus. 
Tacitus de Mor. German. Vid. Joh. O Stiernhook de Jure Suconum gy 
Gothoroum, Lib. 11. Cap. 4. De Jure Dominorum & Servorum, f Qui 
wolens hominem occiderit morts mulctator. Leg. Alvredi Regis, edit, d 
Lambardo, F. 16. Cedes manifefte ſtelers ſunt Fure humane inexpia- 
bilia, Canuti Leger, Num. 61, 8, 6. p. 121. | N 
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manifeſt than make the Offence . In other Felonies and Treaſons, the 
Compaſſing or Imagining em, is no Legal Offence without ſome open Acts, 
| that tend to the Commiſſion of them: So nicely tender are our Laws of 
XY the Sovereign Prince's Life, above 81] other Confiderations in this World. 
To return. How did the Guile of Murder lie heavy on the Conſcieace 
= of Joſeph's Brethren, not the evident Guile, but the yery Suſpicion of it: 
The fear of having been Acceſſary to his Death, by leaying bim in a help- 
ſeſi condition. For by their way of accuſing, and condemning themſelves, 
tis plain they meant, that to put their Brother alive into a Pic, was 
little leſs than killing and caſting his dead Body into it. Had they bound 
him and laid him on an Altar, it had been much at one, tho the Hm 
tres had ſtretched forth the Hand and the Knife to ſlay bim. 
II. Our Second Inference trom the Text is this, A Confeſſion and Re- 
* pentance of Blood guiltineſs, muſt help to make Atonement for it. 
* There was ſome Ingenuity and Juſticein this Acknowledgment made by 
* Feſeph's Brethren, We. are verily Guilty concerning our Brother, in 
| * that we ſaw the Anguiſh of his Soul, when he beſought us, and we 
|| * would not hear. N | 
F There be few Sins than can keep filence, the full Secret betrays it ſelf, 
and the Wickedneſs is ſome way or other condemn'd out of its own Mouth. 
But of all Proyocations, none ſo clamoruus, ſo importuning, ſo demanding 
Satisfaction, as this of Murder. It is in Scripture repreſented to have a 
Voice as it were of Thunder, rending the Skies, and opening the Bowels 
of the Earth : Said God to Bloody Cain, The Voice of thy Brother's Blood 
crieth to we from the Ground; and the Earth hath opened her Mouth to 
receive thy Brother's Blood from thy Hand, This cry of Murder is often 
conceiv'd and utter'd from the Heart and Conſcience of thoſe who commit it. 
The Lamentation of Cain, My burden is greater than Ican bear, was the Ec- 
cho of intolerable" inward Grief and Anguiſh; that, like a Vapour inflamed in 
the Earth, muſt firſt murmur, and then break forth, Lamech fell into a like 
Self Arraignment, (Gen 4. 23.) 1 have ſlain # Man tomy wounding and 
a Toung Man to my Hurt: If Cain ſhall be avenged ſeven-fold, truly La- 
mech ſeventy and ſeyven-fold. Holy David could neyer forget the caſe of 
Uriah, ( Pſal. 51. 14.) Deliver me from Blood guiltineſs,O God, thou that 
art the God of my Salvation,” The Converſion of St. Paul began with this 
Senſe of his former cruelty ; { Act, 22. 20.) When the blood of the Martyr 
Sthephen was ſhed,l alſo was ſtanding by, and conſenting to his Death. And 
no wonder at ſuch a feeling in a Chriſtian Heart,when the ſame Apoſtle found 
the very Barbarians expreſſing this Natural Notion of the Guilt and pu- 
niſhment of Murder. When the Viper ſaſtened on the Apoſtle's Hand, (Act: 
2 8.4.) the Barbarians ſaid among themſelves, No doubt this Man is a Mur- 
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nn the Rigicide's Caſe, it was agreed, the Indidment againſt them . 
ſhould not be for killing the King, but for compaſſing aud imagining his a 
Death; and the killing ts be alledged a; an Overt AF, For the Statute 0 
makes the Treaſon to conſiſt in the Intention, net in the Act. L. Chj. J. H. in a 
Cranutn's THC TORE T7 on EE .. 7 0 


derer, 


Diſcoveries of Murder, not only by unexpected Evidence and Circumſtances 
unforeſeen, but by the betraying Looks and faltring Tongue, and other un- 
deſigning Iatimat ions of the Criminals themſelves; it would make a moſt 
amazing Hiſtory of the wiſe and juſt Providence of God, 

Alas ! the Murder tranſacted on his Day was no ſuch Myſtery of Iniqui- 
ty, as to want the Finger of God for the Indication of ir. It was in the Face 
of the Sus, a Spectacle to the world, and a deſiance to Heaven: Yet when 
a Legal Inquiſition came at laſt to be made for this Royal Blood, and the 
Actors in it were now hiding their guilty Heads; then it came to paſs, that 
the diſcovery and apprehenſion of ſeveral of them was a Wonder, and if we 
conſider the Warning given, the Eſcapes made, the other way open to Impu- 
nity, we muſt obſcrve that the bringing ſo many of them to a condign pu- 
niſhment, was little leſs than a Miracle of Divine Juſtice, and their own In- 


fatuation . It is a ſad truth, that they were ſo perfected in their fin, as to 


make no confeſſion of it, as to die hard, and even to value themſelves upon 
that eternal Infamy. For it is poſſible, that Men may be given up toa re- 
probate Mind, and it is a frequent Judgment of God to give Men up unto it, 
We ſee daily, that the newly enter'd Sinners are more eaſily inclin'd to Pe- 
nitence; but when they have fulfilled their Courſe, they are ſealed up in 
Obſtinacy and Perveſeneſs. Who knows, but that God gave the Grace of 
Repentance to Joſeph's Brethren in the Text, becauſe they bad trodden only 
on the Borders ef Murder, without ſtepping into the Precipice of it ? Had 
they actually proceeded to take away his Life, with ſome notable Aggrava- 
tions of the horrid Parricide; then perhaps the Devil, that Murderer from 
the beginning, would have ſo poſſeſt them, that no Confeſſion ſhould have 
been extorted ſrom them. But being innocent ot ſuch a great Offence, and 
becoming only the remoter Inſtruments of conſequential Miſchief; this did 
not extinguiſh the Sparks of Humanity and Natural Affection; they could 
afford to ſay, Me are verily guilty concerning our Brother, The Heighth and 
Depth of Sin, is to be at laſt inſenfible of it. If in future Ages our Religion 
and our Humane Nature could poſſibly degenerate iuto the repetition of 


| ſuck a Crime; I am apt to believe, that the principal Actors in it would a- 


gain die without Repentance: God would not be more gracious to them, 
III. But let us go on to the Third and Laſt Particular, Calamities and 

© Troubles are the Vengeance ot God, which he uſually inflicts upon Blood- 
* thirſty Men. This Terrour lay upon the Spirits of theſe unnatural Rre- 
* thren; ſay they, We are verily guilty concerning our Brother; there- 
fore thu Diſtreſs is come upon us. F >: 4 

There is a viſible Providence of God, in his puniſhing grievous Sinners in 
this Life; and tho the Judgment perhaps is nor Þeedily executed yet a flow 
and ſure Vengeance does commonly overrake the guilty Soul in this World, 
as a Warning to fee from the Wrath to come. But Murder, more than any 
other Evil, hunts the wicked Perſon, or even the ſinful Nation. For when 
any Murder is committed, or connived at, as a confederate AQ of the Com- 
munity, then is the Guile National, and a National Judgmeat wult __— 


85 | A J4 7 | 
derer,ohom,tho' he hath eſcaped the Sea yet Vengeance ſuſfereth not to lives | 
Ita true Relation could be obtain d of all the ſtrange and unaccountable | 
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mulda; Leg.Hen, 1. cap. 2 1. de ſolutione Murdri, v, 25. 


( 10 ) 
Thus God viſited all Irael for the Raſhneſs of Saul, (2 Sam. 21. 1. ) in 
putting the Gibeonites to death; He ſent a fore Famine; nor could the 
Famine ceaſe, till an Atonement was made for that Slaughter, So when 
Gedaliah (made Governour of Fades by the (Jerem. 41. 1.) King of Ba- 
bylon, was flain by the Sword in a tumultuous rifing of mal, and ten 
other Confederates with him; becauſe this look d like a National Revenge 
or Fury, it had a National Faſt and Humiliation appointed for it; and was 
call'd by another Prophet, The Faſt of the Seventh Month, (Zach. 7. 5.) 
The Jews had always this right Notion, That the ſhedding ot Blood with- 
out Publick Juſtice on the Shedders of it, would be required of the Kingdom 
or People. Hence, in the Caſe of uncertain Murder, leſt the Guilt might 
he upon the Government, * the Elders of the neareſt City were to put 
away that Guilt, (Deut. 21. 7,8.) by waſhing rheir Hands, and ſaying, 
Our Hands have not ſhed this Blood, neither have our Eyes ſeen it : Be 
merciful, O Lord, unte thy People Iſrael, whom thou haſt redeemed, and 
lay not innocent Blood unto thy People of 1ſraels charge. Even Pilate's Hy- 
pocriſy was founded on this Opinion, when he waſht his Hand, and critd, 1 
am innocent of the Blood of this juſt Perſon, ( Mat. 27, 24. ) And the Jews 
had the ſame thought upon them, when they dared God with this horrid 
Imprecation, His Blood be on us, and our Children, Nay, our Saviour had 
argued with them upon this Principle, when he ſeverely told them, That 
upon them ſhould come all the righteous Blood ſhed npon the Earth, from the 
Blood of righteous Abel, (Mat, 23. 35.) unto the Blood of Zacharias Son 
of Barachias, whom they //ew between the Temple and the Alt ay. 

This was the Apprehenſion that lay rooted in the Hearts of Jacob's Sons, 
when they ſound themſelves in a ſtrange Countrey, ſuſpected, ſeiſed, exa- 
min d, put into Priſon : Then they immediately look d backward, and ſaw 
their Sin purſuing them; they felt the Sentence, aud confeſt the Merit of 
it; We are verily guilty concerning our Brother; therefore is this Diſtreſs 
come upon us, And the Firſt- born of them, as fitteſt to àdviſe the reſt, did 
reaſon vith them, and upbraid them. Reuben anſwered them, ſayin 
Spalte I not unto you ; ſaying, Do not (in againſt the Child, and ye 2 
wot hear? therefore behold alſo his Blood is required, | | 

To apply this to the Day would require an infinite Labour and Sorrow; 
for it would put us on a Review ot all the Miſeries that followeth this Abo- 
mination of Wickedneſs. Such a Scene of Diſtraction and Confuſion, that 


it would be a new ſuffering to run it over, unleſs it were to admire and 


adore the Goodneſs of God in our Deliverance; That our legal Monarchy, 
deſtroy'd and drown'd in Blood, ſhould riſe up in Peace, and flouriſh to 
this day! That a Parliamentary Conſtitution broken in pieces, and patch'd 
p into ſeveral deformed Shapes, ſhould re- aſſume its ancient Glory, and 
Promiſe now to Rand on its true Foundations for ever! That our Natienal 


þ Hence Inquifitions for Blood, and Penalties on the Town PE Hundred 


where the Blond w. ſhed, if the Murderers were not produced. Vid, Leg. 


Edwardi Conf. 16. de inventione Murdri, Leg. Gvl.'z. 26. de Centuriæ 
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II) 
arch perſecuted, forſa ken, * extinct to all appearance, ſhould re- 
rive and excel in Strength and Beauty! That che Laws of Eng/axd ſhould 
brought back from the Point ot the Sword to the Courts ot Juſtice, and 
flow continually in their wonted Bounds and Channels! That our Nobili- 
ty and Gentry inſulted by the Rabble, and inflaved by armed Men, ſhould 
be re-inſtared in hereditary Wealth and Honour! That all the People op- 

t and vex'd with Sequeſtration, Pluder, free Quarter, Contribution, 
Loan, and all manner of arbitrary D:zmands and Impoſitions, ſhould once 
more be Freemen, and enjoy their own with Comfort and Stcurity ! I ſay, 
That the Iniquity of thoſe Times ſhovld 4ifloive the whole Fabrick of our 
Church and State, and put the Foundations out of Courſ:, and turn our 
World upfide down ! and yet, that God of his infinite Mercy ſhould, as 
it were, create for us a new Heaven and a new Earth! A Reſtoration of 
Peace and Truth, and all that was dear unto us! This is à ſurpriſing Light 
that ariſeth out of darkneſs ! This is a Hnppinels, that in the midſt of 
Mourning, calleth for our Joy and Thankſgiving. 

We ought now therefore to reflect upon thoſe paſt Miſeries, to confeſs 
the Guilt indeed, and to deprecate the Judgments of it: And after this, 
to praiſe God that we are eſcap'd from thoſe Miſeries, and to ule our ut- 
moſt Caution, that we never again fall into the Snare of them, Let us 
therefore briefly review ſome of the fatal Conſequences of this Day, to re- 
penr of them, and by God's Mercy to avoid the like for ever, | 

Firſt, The Sin of this Day was a Reproach to our Nation, as trium- 
phantly committed ia the Name of the People of it. The People of Englaud 
was the borrowed Name and Stile of Authority in this accurſed Cauſe ; 
though a Lady then preſent, could not bur upbraid the High Court for 
uſing the Name of the People of England, when there was not a Texth 
Part of the People conſenting to them. (a) The truth is, it was a ſhames« 
ful Abuſe of Words, to call the Juno of a vile Party the Body of the 

People; thereby to defend themſelves with Noiſe and Number, and in- 

17 | ve our Nation in the Guilt and Scandal of « few deſperate Men, It was 
— expreſt by the two Houſes of Parliament; By this horrid Action, the 

People England have received the moſt unſuppurt able Shame axd Infamy, 
&; whilſt the fanatick Rage of a few Miſcreants ſtands imputed by our Ad- 
254 wverſaries te the whole Nation. No! the People of England could never 
at have ſo caſt off rhe Bands of Religion, Loyalty, and Humanity, (6) as to 


— 


Yo (a) The Act for this Anniverſary does well obſerve, They aid firſt ſeduce 


4 ſems part of the then Army into a compliance, did ſeize upon the King's 
Perſin — did ſeize upon the Houſe of Commons, ſeclude and impriſon ſame 
d Members, force out others ; and there being left but a ſmall Remnant of 
al therr own Creatures ( not @ tenth part of the whole ) did ſeek to ſhelter 
m rhemſebves by this weak pretence, under the Name and Authority of @ Par- 
- . OO Peas | 
8 (b) And after all this, when a Man might reaſonably believe that leſs 
* than an univerſal Defe&ion of Three Nations could not have reduced a 
| great King to ſo ugly Fete, it is moſt certain, that is that very hr 
| 8 n 1 0 imbrue 
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(12) 

' imbrae their Hands in their Sovereign's Blood. The People of Exgland 
are not cruel and implacable, are not ſo much as ſevere, are the beſt na- 
eur'd People in che World. (c) Ambition and Rebellion among the Angel 
of God, were not the Diſpoſition ot the whole Order, but of ſome Apo- 
ſtates only. The Hiſtory ot our late Revolution will be an everlaſting 
Memorial of Engliſh Lenity and merciful Temper, No Retaliation of In- 
juries paid unto our Popiſh Enemies abſolutely ſubdued unto us: Armed 
Multitudes not killing, nor, I thing, maiming one fingle Perſon ; and in 


our Cours of Judicature, hardly one Example made of Legal Juſtice, But 


however, the aſcribing this Day's Scandal to the People of England, ( tho' 
they generally proteſted againſt it (4) ſhould make us the more cautious 
in not proſtituting that Name to any little diſcontented Parties of Men: 
There is ſeldom the moſt Weight where there is the greateſt Noiſe; The 
Head, and all the Members united in Parliament, are the moſt uniform 


| Body of the Engliſh People; and they indeed make a proper Voice of the 


Nation. 
Secondly, There was a Reproach done to our Reform'd Religion; and ſo 


your Honourable Predeceſſors own'd, that by this horrid Action, the Pro- 


teftant Religion hath received the greateſt Wound and Reproach that was 
poſſible for the Enemies of God and the King to bring upon it; when in 


when he was thus publickly murdered in the ſight of the Sun, he had as 

great a ſtare in the Hearts and Affections of hu Subjects in general, was 
r much beloved, eſteemed, and longed for by the People in general of the 
Three Nations, as any of his Predeceſſors had ever been. La, Claren. Hiſt. 
Book 11. p. 199. 

(c) 3 Nat . # Virtue ſo peculiar to you, ſo appropriated by God 
Almighty to thu Nation, that it can be tranſlated into no other Lan- 
guage, hardly practi ſed by any other People. Lord Chancellord's Speech 
to the two Houſes, 13 Sept. 1660. 

(a) See 4 ſerious and faithful Repreſentation of the Fudgments of the 
Mini ſters of the Goſpel, within the Province of London, in @ Letter to 
the General and Conncil of Way, Jan, 18. 1648. deliver d by ſome of the 
Subſcriber} ; wherein they diſclaim, deteſt, and abhor, the wicked and 
bloody Tenents and Practices of Jeſuites (the worlt of Papiſts ) concerning 
the oppoſing of lawful Magiſtrates by private Perſons, and murdering of 
Kings by any, though under the moſt colourable and ſpecious Pretences 
— Another Declaration of the Minifters of London and others; P roſeſ- 
ling before God, Angels and Men, That they do verily believe, that the 
taking away the Life of the King in the preſent way of Trial, is contrary 
to the Word of God, the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
fundamental Conſtitution of the Kingdom, &. The Commiſſioners of 
Scotland, during the King's Trial, entred their Proteſtation, how much 
they did abominate and deteſt fo horrid a Deſign againſt His Majeſty's Per- 
ſon, Ce. And foon after, a Proclamation of the Privy Council of Scot- 
land declared, That the late King was, contrary to the Diſſent and Pro- 

teſtation of that Kingdom, removed by a violent Death. 7 
; truth 
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truth the few Agents in it were as far from being true Proteſtants, as 
they were from being true Subjects. We thought indeed, That the Church 
of Rome had ingroſſed all the Arts of deſtroying Crowned Heads; and as 
our Saviour ſaid, That a Prophet could not periſh out of Jeruſalem : So 
we preſum'd, that a Sovereign Prince could nor periſh out of their Com- 
munion. Nor could it well have been, without imbibing heir Principles 
andet new Pretenſions; their Diſpenſing with Laws, their Abſolving from 
Oaths, (e) their entring into Holy Leagues and Covenants, their Impious 
öneretical and Damnable Doctrine, that Princes excommunicated or deprived, 
by the Pope, may be depoſed or murdered by their own Subjects. Moſt 
certainly, the Hand of the Papiſts was in all that Rebellion, not only in 
their King killing Doctrines, but in their Practices, (J) and in their very 
perſons; (g) kindling the War, and preventing Peace, and Triumphing 


= e) In the Articles of Impeachment in Parliament, againſt Father Phi- 

lips, in June 1641. Art. 3. the damnable Doctrine which he, and the other 

eſuits have tought to deſtroy and depoſe Kings, hath been to Cauſe of 

© rhe Civil Wars like to befal theſe Kingdoms, if God in his Mercy de not 
prevent it. Ruſhworth Heftor. Col. Part. 3. Vol. 1, p.zo1. 5 

( f) The Rev. Dr. Peter Du Moulin, repeated this pnblick Chalenge to 

— | the Papifts-—T his certain Intelligence ſhall be juſtified whenſover Aut ho- 


1d 4. rity will require it But the year before the King's Death, a ſelect Num- 
Was | ber of Engliſh Feſnits were ſent from their whole Party in England, firſt 
Bong to Paris, to conſult with the Faculty of Sorbon, then altogether Feſuited, 


ro whom they put this Queſtion in writing, That ſeeing the State of Eng- 
land, was in a likely Poſture to change Government, whether it was Law- 
God ful for the Catholicks to work that Change, for the advancing and ſecur- 
ing of the Catholick Cauſe in England, by making the King away, whom 
eech there was no hope to reclaim from his Hereſie? This was anſwered Ar- 
: matiwely. After which the ſame Perſons went to Rome, where the ſame 
the | Qwrſtion being propounded and debated, it was concluded by the Poje and 
'r 70 | his Council, That jt was both lawful and expedient for the Catholicks to 
f the promote that Alteration of State. —When the horrible Parricide com- 
and | mited in the King's Sacred Perſon was univerſally 8 down, as the great - 
ning | eft Villainy which had been done in many Ages, the Pope commanded at 
g Ot | the Papers about that Queſtion to be gathered and burn: In Obedience to 
nces |} which Order a Gentleman in Paris was demanded a Copy which he had of 
ofeſ- thoſe Papers. But the Gentleman who had had time to conſider and geteſt 
the | the Wichedne of that Project, refuſed to give it, and ſhewed it to Pro- 
rary teſtant Friend of his, and related to him the whole Carriage of that Nego- 
tiation, with great Abhorrency of the Practice of the Feſuits.. Vindicat. 
s of of Prot. Relig. in the Point of Obedience to Soveraigns, and a Reply to the 
uch Anſwer made to it, by Pet. Du Moulin, D. D. | 
Per- (g) The King in his Declaration pabliſp d after his late Victory, Oftob, 
cot- 2.3. 1642. ' pap thus—— Al Men know the great Number of Papifts which 
Pro- | ſerve in their Army; Commanders and others, the good Induſtry they have 
; uſed to corrupt the Loyalty of all our Subjects of that Religion: The pri- 
rath | over 


ä n 
over the Sacrifice made on this Day. (+) Let us abhor and deteſt the ſan. ¶ ont 
j Qifying of Treaſon, under the Names of Church and Religion; Let us for po- 

| Conſcience ſake, be Faithful and Obedient to Her Majeſty ; Let us ſhun kn 

all the Approaches to Murmur and Sedition : (i) It is our Duty, and our ¶ ou 
Felicity to be Content and Cheerful under a Lawful Gouvernment, and a the 
Wiſe and Juſt Adminiſtration of it. We 
— Thirdly, Chriſtianity it ſelf has ſuffer d under the Load of this Days its 

Guilt and Scandal, We have reaſon to believe, that Religion, before the kit 

Civil Wars, kept up its own Sacred Nature, and carried the good old Ve all 

neration with it; the very Name of Conſcience raiſed a ſerious Look, and no 

mov d the Tongue to Modeſty and Fear. But the Troubles, Tumults, and I 80 

Diſtractions of that Time, changed the Face of Religion ; and fill'd the get 

Heads of Men with Political Notions, and the Noiſe of them. Eſpecially, ful 

when the Abomination of this Day was committed, as the Reſult of Faſting, all 
and as an Anſwer to the ſeeking God in Prayer; this naturally put Religion | 99 


vate Promiſes and Undertatings they have made to them, that if they us 
would aſſiſt them againſt ua, all the Laws made in their Prejudice ſhould be | Bu 
repeaPd. Tet neither the Weakneſs of our own Condition, nor the other the 
Arts uſed againſt us, could prevail with us, to invite thoſe of that Reli- the 
gion to come to our Succour, or to recal our Proclamation, 'wkich forbad | Oh 
them to do ſo. And we are confident ( though we kuow of ſome few whoſe 
eminent Ability in Command and Conduct, and moderate, and unfactious 
Diſpoſetions have us, in this great neceſſity, to employ them in this Sor- 
wiſe ) that @ far greater Number of that Religion is in the Army of the 
Rebels than in our Own. 
h) When the late King was murdered, Mr. Henry Spotteſwood riding 
caſually that way, juſt as his Head was cut off, eſpied the Queen's Confeſſor 
thereon Horſeback, in the Habit of a Trooper, drawing forth his Sword, 
and flouriſhing it over his own Head in triumph ( as others then did.) At 
which Mr. Spotteſwood being much amazed,andbeing familiarly acquain- 
red with the Confeſſor, road up to him, and ſaid, O Father, I little thought 
to have found you here, or any of your Proteſſion at ſuch a ſad Spectakle: 
to which he anſwered, That there were at leaſt Forty or more Prieſts and 
Jeſuits there preſent on Horſeback, befides himſelf, Prynn's Brief Neceſſe 
Vindicat. p. 45. Foulis's Hiftor, of Presbyter. p. 14. Du Moulin Vndicat. of b 
Prot. Relig. and Reply, c. who tells this Circumſtance, that the Prieſs || <0 
who flourifÞ'd his Sword ſaid, Now our greateſt Enemy is dead. | 
See the Popifh Plots and Deſigns againſt the King, his Prime Miniſters, 
and the Church of England,diſcover'dby Andreas ab Habernfield in Rome's C 
Maſter Piece, or the Grand Conſpiracy of the Pope, and his Jeſuited Inſtru- * he 
ments, to ext irpate the Proteſtant Religion, re- eſtabliſp d Popery, ſubvert 
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Laws, Liberties, Peace, Parliaments, by kindling a Civil War in Scot- Cl; 
lind, Ce. Revealed out of Conſcience to Andreas ab Habernfield, who diſ- | © 
covered it to Sir Will. Boſwell ; firſt publiſÞ'd by Mr. Pryane, Reprinted e 
by Mr. Wharthon, with the Avrchbiſhop's Notes. of 
(i) Let none be ſo hardy as #1 tell or publiſh any falſe News er Taels | hal 

- out 


1 | 
ant of Countenance, and tempted Men tobe Profane for fear of being Hy- 
pocrites. Not. that it could ſhake the Faith of true Chriſtians ; For they 
know, that the beſt Religion may fink into the vileſt Corruptions; and 
out of the Refuſe ot Chriſtianity, there may ariſe the greateſt Reprobates, 
the At heiſt, and the Entuſiaſt, exceeding their Predeceſſprs of the Heathen 
World. We ſhould now the more labour to reſtore our Chriſtian Faith to 
irs Antient Foundations of Simplicity and Godly Sincerity ; no longer ma- 
king it Religion, to be of any Party, without and Honeſt Holy Life, and 
all the Fruits of Picty, Charity, and Brotherly Love. On the.Oze band, 
nothing can excuſe a Separation from us but pure Conſcience ; it is on the 
Suppoſition of Conſcience fincerely miſtaken, that our Laws allow Indul- 
gence ; thoſe therefore who claim the Liberty, ought to be the more care- 
ful of their only title to it, and ſhould keep a Conſcience truly tender, in 
all other Points of Chriſtian Practice, and eſpecially in thoſe Duties ef com- 
mon Chriſtianity, and moral Honeſty, which can admit of no ſeruple. On 
the ot hen hand. to be of our eſtabliſnt Communion, does certainly afford 
us the better Means of Grace, by the purer Ordinances of Religion: (&) 
But. we muſt edifice the more under theſe Advantages, or we mall be left 
the more inexcuſable. What! was not our Eſtabliſke Church built upon 
the Chriſtian Religion? And ſhall Men preſume to call themſelves of our 
Church, who are not of our Religion? | 

Fourthly, The Principles of Government and Obedience, ſuffer'd ex- 
treamly in the fatal Cauſes and Conſequences of this Day. Before the 
Convulſions of thoſe Times, the Authority of Princes, and the Subjection 
of People, ſtood upon their right Bottom, a Power of governing, and a 
Duty of obeyng and ſubmitting, according to our Legal Conſtitution ; this 
was the #711 of God, and the Ordinance of Man. It was the breaking down 
this Fence, that laid open the Scene of Rebellion and Anarchy, It muſt be 
confeſa d, that the Principles of Arbitrary Power, and a fingle Will and 
Pleaſure above the Laws of the Land, were never Preach'd up till at the 
beginning of thoſe (7) unhappy Times, when the Preachers were juſtly 
cenſur d by the Parliament ; but being from other parts countenaue d and 


whereby Diſcord, or occaſion of Diſcord, or Slander may grow betmeen the 
King and his People, or the great Men of the Realm; and he that doth ſo, 
ſhall be taken and kept in Priſon, until he hath brought him into the 

Court, which mas firſt Aut hor of the Tale, Stat. 3, Edit, 1, cap. 34. 
(*) The King (Ch. I.) was always the moſt punctual Obſerver of all de- 
cency.in his Devotion, and the ſiriFelt Promoter of the Ceremonies of the 
Church, as believing in his Soul the Church of England to be inſtituted, 
the neareſt to the Practice of the Apoſtel: aud rhe beſt for the Propagation, 
aud Advancement of Chr:ſtian Religion, of any Church in the World Ld, 

Clarend. Hiſt. B. 1. p. 63. | 

- (1) Sibthorp, Manwaring, Cc. The Archbiſhop of Canterbery refuſiug 
to Licenſe Dr. Sibrhorp's Sermon, gives this Account of Dr. Harſnet Biſhop 
of Chicheſter, That in Parliament time, he Preach'd a Sermon at White- 
hall, ( which was afterwards burned.) upon the Text, Give unto Cæſar, the 
promo- 
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promoted; this did but make Men as looſe one way, as they thought them- 


' ſelves to be ſtraitned on the other: the tying of a Knot too hard is the fre. 


quent Cauſe of breaking the Band aſunder, They are the greateſt Enemies 
to Sovereign Power, who ſtretch it beyond the extent of Legal Conſtituti- 
on. But to atone for the great Ribellion of this Day, let our Principles re- 
turn to the ſure Foundations, the Holy Scriptures, and the Laws of the 
Land, which are the Meaſures of our Obedience; and by them we are abun- 


dantly obliged to bear true Allegiance to our Sovereign kady the QUEEN, 


the Mini fer of God to ws for Good, to whom we muſt needs be ſubject for 
Conſcience ſake, and ſubmit our ſelves for the Lord's ſake : For ſo is the 
Will of God, that with well doeng, ye may put to ſilence the Ignorance of 
Fooliſb Men, And how doth our Duty ariſe op into its own Reward of Plea- 
ſure, Peace and Joy; when we have the beſt Supreme Governour, the hap- 
pieſt Adminiſtration,and the moſt unanimous Great Council, that our Hearts 
can defire ? The good God continue our Comforts at home, and enlarge 
our Victories abroad, and make us devoutly thankful for them. 

And now I am not Ignorant, that the Anniverſarics of Chriſtian Mar- 

rs were obſerved with a juſt and joyful Celebration of their Praiſes ; and 
that the ſame Tribute is now due to the Memory of our Royal Martyr. 
Bur ſhould I attempt ro enumerate his Virtues, and recommend his Ex- | 
ample, the time would fail. I might better refer you to his excellent Cha- 
racter drawn by a Noble Hand, of which I recite only a concluding part; 
To conclade, He was the worthieſt Gentleman, the beſt Maſter, the 
© beſt Friend, rhe beſt Husband, the beſt Father, and the beſt Chriſtian, | 
that the Age in which he lived produced. 

The more intolerable were ' thoſe Libellous Pamphlets, that artfully di- 
ſtinguiſh'd between Him and his Miniſtry, and ſeditiouſly repreſented the 
Church and Religion to be in great Danger, when he protected them, and 
adorn'd chem, with a fingular Integrity and Zeal. How inſolent were the 
Preſs and very Pulpit, in blowing a Trumpet for the Field! Bitter Libels 
and Invectives drew the Sword, and Slanders againſt the Government, were 
the Commiſſions to Fight and Deſtroy it. The God of Peace and Truth, 
mercifully guide Us in the way of Truth, to the Things that belong unto 
our Peace, through the Merirs of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and only Saviour, 


to whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed, all Honour, 


Powcr, and Glory, now and ever. | 


thing that be Czſar's ; wherein he inſiſted, thas Goods and Money were 
Cæſar's, and therefore they were not to be denied unto him. At this time, 
when the whole Parliament took main Offence thereat, King James was 
conſtrained to call the Lords and Commons into the Banquetting Houſe at 
Whitehall, and there his Majeſty calmed all by ſaying the Biſhop only failed 
in this, when he ſaid the Goods were Czſar's, he did not add, they were his 
according to the Laws and Cuftom of the Country wherein they did live. 
Archbiſhop Abbot's Narrative, Orc. | | 
La. Clarend. Hiſt. Book 11, p. 199. 
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